Management of intentional overdose in A&E departments.
This guided reflection article discusses the biological, psychological and social causes of intentional overdose and how the A&E nurse can treat the suicidal patient. The author shows how nurses in A&E can provide interventions that address patients' physical and psychosocial needs. The correct acute response to the medications commonly taken in an intentional overdose case are described. These interventions promote patient survival, improve concordance with mental health follow-up and reduce recidivism.